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BAR BRIEFS
LAW ENFORCEMENT
We noted with some degree of concern the sole recommendation
of the Committee on Law Enforcement, which read as follows: "Your
committee has no recommendation to offer except that the members
of the Bench and Bar might well dedicate more of their time, leader-
ship and opportunity to the cause of law enforcement."
The recommendation was noted with concern because we thought
it might be construed by some laymen as an invitation to free public
sleuthing service at a time when lawyers haven't an overabundance
of energy to put into philanthropic endeavor. Moreover, we are con-
vinced that there is a considerable untouched field that might be cul-
tivated by laymen, themselves. We take the liberty, at any rate, of
directing the attention of the Committee, the members of the Bar gen-
erally, and, possibly, some laymen to certain experiences.
As Chairman of a state department having in charge the enforce-
ment of eight-hour and minimum wage laws and regulations we have
come in contact with a condition quite prevalent in ordinary times, and
now much accentuated by extraordinary economic conditions.
In our experience with that particular type of enforcement we
have come in contact with a distinct and rather peculiar type of person
-the person who is willing to complain to some one, but complains
under a fictitious name, a box number, or with the addenda, "Please
leave me out of this." Here is a quotation from a letter as recent as
August 16, 1931: "This law is a joke Please don't give my name but
come and see for your self." (The signature was a box number.)
We respectfully submit that no criminal law, whether the offense
be murder, bootlegging, or mere violation of regulatory provisions, can
be enforced by heroics-by some individual, mounted on a white
charger, and with a bomb, club or lance in his brawny right arm. En-
forcement of law comes about through the presentation of testimony,
under oath, in a court, by individuals who are supposed to know the
facts. Third degree methods are generally recognized as objectionable
in all cases, and in the case of minor offenses we have yet to hear of
any method that can compel any one to testify or prevent a witness
from forgetting or failing to remember.
Unless and until people-and laymen more so than lawyers-
come to understand that state's attorneys and other enforcement of-
ficials are as powerless as any kindergarten entrant without the sworn
testimony of witnesses in a court of law, law enforcement can not and
will not approximate the millenial stage.
OUR GOVERNMENTAL TARZAN
The Public has been warned repeatedly about the insidious in-
fluence of private activities in government; it has been harangued
about the usurpations by judicial tribunals; and it has been condemned
for its complacency in permitting vandals of all types to flourish with-
out restraint. In addition to that the Public has been advised that a
certain class, the legal profession, is an aggregation of "crooked" it-
competents, upon whom should be placed responsibility for most of
the law's delays, the law's evasions, and the law's bad administration.
Seldom, if ever, however, has the Public been invited to visit that
mysterious shrine from whence-emanate the powers of inquisition,
discovery and correction that have suddenly been found to lodge in
those supermen, the members of state and federal legislatures.
These days a lawyer dare scarcely walk upright into the sanctums
of legislative authority, and his ears should be well stuffed before
